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'fho Bissell 3treat Water Tower was designed by V/illiam 3. Sanies and 

built in 1885-1SS6 to supplement the nearby Grand Avenue Water Tower 

of 1871. Like the Grand Avenue Tcwor, it was constructed to house a 

stanJpipe tho purpose of which was to maintain constant water pressure 

in the water rr,ains serving the City of Saint Louis from the Bissell's 

tolnt Pui.iring Station 0:1 the nearby Mississippi River. It is a brick, 

stone and terra-cotta tower, square in cress-section and 19'+' 8" in 

height. It is set in a circular plaza 6? feet in diameter and faces 

er.r.t.

EXTIHIOB

The exterior of the building may be divided visually into four sec 

tions: a baae comprised of rusticated stonework rising to a height 

of 36' 11 5/3", a shaft mainly consisting of red brick with stone 

st'~in:; courses risinr; to a height of 12^4' 5 5/8"» a brick platforw 

with a terra-cotta balustrade corbej.led out frcrr, the shaft and 

reritin.; on four engaged stone columns and rusticated stone quoining 

rising to a height of I';?' 10 5/8", and finally a brick lantern with 

a stone and terra-cotta cornice supporting a r-itched. slate-covered 

iron roof surmounted by a copper finial rising to the full height of 

the tower.

fhore are nine doorways in the structure. The main door is at ground, 

level in the east face of the tower. Four tr.ore doors, one on each 

side of the four sides of the shaft, open onto four small balconies 

at the top of the base, while the re&aining four doors pierce each 

side of the lantern level and open onto the corbelled platform.

fifteen groups of three staggered windows each, four on the front and 

on each side, and three on trie back, are let into the walls of the 

shaft at equal intervals to admit light into the interior.

The interior of the tower consists of a standpipe and a narrow, spiral, 

wrought-iron stairway that winds around the pipe iron the ground to 

tho top platfor;: attaining a height of j.4y 8.:". The standpipe itself 

is also ciade of wrought iron varying in thickness from }V' at the base 

to V at the top. It has an interior dianeter of six feet and a total 

height of 14S 1 6".
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"he BicseJl Street Water Tower is significant as one member of a 

rare multiple survival of a 19th-century ra'-riarje of architecture 

and science. In conjunction with its tvo c-or.ipanior. towers, the- 

Grand Avenue Water Tower, designed c. l8?0 by St. Louis architect 

George I. Barnelt, (John Byran Albury. Missouri's Contribution 

to_feeric,,n Architecture. St. Louis, 19?!S) and the Cor.ipton Heights 

V/ateir Tov;er7 dosisiic'd "c. lS8y, by Karvey }illis for St. ),ouis archi 

tect George ilann, (riiloen P,,yll.is Kannin.-; Michaels. "The Archi- 

U tectural Designs of Harvey mis," unpublished Master's thesis,

University of Minnesota, 1953) it comprises a unique sot of archi 

tecturally sheathed standpipes. Similar water toners co,':binin.2; 

architecture with enp;ineerinc still do rer.iain in Chicago, Hew York 

and Kilv;aukec, but nowhere other than in St. Louis is more than 0.19 

of these structures extant in the same place. (Edward A, Kuosin^. 

Field IJeporl, received March, 1970, and filed at the central office 

of the Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 1?6, 12.A Jeiierson 

Building, Jefferson City, KinsourJ 65101.)

The towers are of added importance in that they represent the first 

modern and comprehensive water distribution system in the City of 

St. Louis, and because of this, they had significant influence on 

the City's physical expansion. Builders and investors were attracted 

to a neighborhood that could offer the double amenities cf sanitation 

and fire protection which this systein provided.

The Bissell Street and Grand Avenue Towers are also the focal points 

of circular plazas which were constructed for their purpose. These 

plazas are urban designs of great distinction, ',/hereas the Grand 

Avenue Tower is surrounded by shop buildings, the Hiss=ll Street 

Tower is surrcunded b; contet.ps-ary residences built in the iSSO'c 

and 1890's several of which reveal in their scale and in some of 

their architectural details the influence of the tower. (iidward A. 

Ruesins. Field Report, received Karch 1970, and filed at the 

central office of the Hissouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 1?6, 1204 

Jefferson Buildin-, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101.)
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7.

BISSELL ET2ECT WATER TOi/rTR

CONDITION

No material alterations have been r.a.de or. the structure since 

its construction and its appearance remains essentially the 

sane as when it was completed. The tower was taken out of use 

June 8, 1913 when new purspinj; engines rendered both it and its 

companion, the Grand Avenue V/ater Tower, obsolete. It has 

received no substantive maintenance since that date and has 

fallen into such a state of dioreur.ir that it has been barri 

caded since 1965 to protect people frora falling bricks. 

Because it has been deemed a danger to public safety, it is 

now threatened with imminent demolition.

This description of the physical appearance of the building 

is based on the data included in a field report by Edward A. 

Sue-sing written, on February 26, 1970. The report is fi] eo at 

the central office of the Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 

1?6, Jefferson Building, Jefferson City, Misoouri 65101.
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BISSKLL STKEKP. WATER,TOWER

The Bier.ell Street. To\:er is nlso significant as an Architect- 

designed lancJmsr-k of the neighborhood. As a taJl, vertical 

element, it has dervod as an orientation an3 location rcf«rtncc- 

point for the area.

The structure was designed by V/illiarn S. Eanes who was Deputy 

Commissioner of Public Buildings in St. Louis from 1883 to 1886. 

A graduate of V/ashinjjton University in St. Louis, -viiass was one 

of the founders and the first president of the St. Louis Chapter 

of the American Institute of Architects. Ke was national presi 

dent of the A. I.A. in l.S'0'4-190;;.
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BISSSLL STfiXKT WAT.'^R TOWS

Ruesing, L'dv/ard A. Field Scport, received March 1970, and 

filed at the central office of the Missouri State Park 

Board, P.O. Box 176, 120') Jefferson Building, Jefferson 

City, Missouri 65101.
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stract Water Tower or Bed Water Towor

No.

, Rueplng, Administrative AooiBt«mt to the Mnyor of St. 1

Liouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 1?6 

JU@ fferson Buildin;, Jefferson City, Missouri

Vinw looking t."-st on Bissell Street. Detail of the entrance and 

ba«e of the li^cell Street Tov;er, east side.
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ENTRY NUMBER
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Intersection, Bissell Street arid Blair_Avenue
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QATK OF PHOTO. Frbru^ry 26, 1970
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State Park Board, P.O. Box 1?6 

Jefforeon BuildJnz. Jeffcj-soii City. Missouri 65101

View looking v.cst on Bisscll Street* Detail of the observation 

platform and lantern of the Bissell Street Water Tower, east side*
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View looking south on Blair Avenue. The Bissoll Street Water Tower, 

north side.





UNITED SI A its DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL FJK&ISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Typo nil cn£r/o.s - attach to or enclose with photograph)

Missouri

St. Louis City
FOR NFS USE ONLY
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Kec'; 'rni ? Biesell Street and Blair Avenue
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View looking vjt-ut on, Bissell Street. The Bissell Street Mater Tower, 

east side.
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